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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
I have taken the decision to write to you regarding the recent worrying escalation in gang 
violence and youth gun and knife crime in Haringey. This letter is not designed to worry or 
to scare you but to ensure that we continue to work together, as a community, to keep our 
young people safe.  
 
As you will be aware from the news, there have been three serious incidents in the last 
week. On Wednesday 20th February a young man was stabbed in Tottenham. Following this 
attack, on the evening of Friday 22nd February, a teenager was tragically killed in an attack 
in Wood Green and another young man was stabbed and shot. This happened at 8pm, 
starting by the Vue Cinema/McDonalds in Wood Green and continued into a busy residential 
area. On Sunday 24th February another teenager was stabbed in the early evening in Wood 
Green and has life threatening injuries.  
 
Due to these terrible and tragic incidents, we must consider how best we can protect our 
students and keep them safe in the local area. We know that this is also the priority for 
parents and carers and many of you have spoken to us about your fears. We strongly 
believe that it is by working in partnership with families and our local community that we 
can safeguard our young people and educate them about the dangers that exist in our 
current society. 
 
Woodside is a community and we take pride in offering our young people far more than the 
curriculum. It is a place of safety and a place where young people can learn and explore 
their interests in a wide variety of ways.  
 
As a school we offer a huge range of clubs and after school activities. We are proud to have 
in place over seventy clubs which run every week. We also offer our school library as a safe 
place for students to complete homework every day after school.  
 
This year we have increased our focus on providing additional enrichment opportunities for 
students, specifically relating to raising aspirations and enhancing students’ engagement in 
education. Since September Woodside High students across the school have taken part in 
over 3000 additional trips or activities – not including clubs. We want to support students in 
developing their love of learning, enhance their world view and inspire them.  
 
We would urge parents and carers to continue to ensure that students are supervised in the 
evenings and engaged in safe and structured activities. We will do everything we can as a 
school to support and encourage this. 
 
We also ask that parents and carers remind students of the importance of travelling 
directly and safely in their journeys to and from school. As a school we will continue our 
staff community patrols at the end of the school day, ensuring that our students get home 
safely.  
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We know that many of the incidents that have occurred are shared widely on social media 
and can escalate quickly. We would ask you to continue to carefully monitor any access 
that your children may have to social media.  
 
Since the last Family and Friends Community Forum meeting last year, as a school we have 
taken a number of steps to try to put in additional support for students. The whole school 
staff undertook a specialist training session delivered by Trident (Metropolitan Police) 
about young people involved or at risk of being involved with gangs.  Police officers from 
Trident have also spoken to students in extended assemblies to warn them of the dangers 
and ensure that they know how to stay safe.  
 
We continue to offer a vast range of mentoring and emotional wellbeing support in school. 
To supplement this, six members of staff have also been trained in mental health first aid. 
We have also increased the numbers of days that we have CAMHS support in school each 
week.  We continue to work with an award-winning youth mentoring organisation, 
Mentivity. 
 
As part of our focus on student safety we have organised for St John’s Ambulance to run a 
comprehensive First Aid and personal safety training course for all of Year 7 and Year 8 
students next month. We believe that this training will provide our students with important 
skills for life.  
 
We have a large number of staff trained in identifying early indicators and guiding young 
people to access the right kind of support. Woodside is also represented at the Haringey 
Council steering group for preventing youth crime and gang violence so that we can 
contribute as a school to trying to make our community a safer place for all.   
 
We need to work together as a community to protect our young people – following the 
success of our Community Forum last year we would like to run a Family and Friends 
event on Thursday 7th March from 4:30 – 5:30pm focussed on student safety – with an 
opportunity for parents/carers to meet with school staff, governors, our Safer Schools 
Police Officer and local councillors to discuss the best ways to keep our students safe.  
 
We would encourage students and families to share any concerns directly with us at school. 
However, if you have any concerns or information that you would like to report 
anonymously, you may do so at: https://www.fearless.org/en.  
 
Many thanks for your continuing and ongoing support.  
 
Kind regards, 
 

 
 
Gerry Robinson 
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