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COURSE SUMMARY KNOWLEDGE

SKILLS

EVIDENCE OF ACHIEVEMENT

FURTHER READING & INFO

EXPERIENCES

CURRICULUM & CAREER PROGRESSION

CURRICULUM LINKS: CAREER LINKS:

SUBJECT SPECIFIC: BROADER:

COVID-19 has found its way to every continent on 
the Earth, infected millions of people, and caused 
death, suffering, and loneliness around the world. 

Has anything like this ever happened before? 

In this elective, you'll learn what a pandemic is, 
how pandemics have occurred and spread in the 
past, and how we've cured them. We'll also look at 
how we can predict and respond to future 
pandemics, and what we can learn from COVID-19.

Term 2: Pandemics in the Past
We'll look at various epidemics and pandemics over human history, including the Black Death, the 
1918 Spanish flu, smallpox, Swine flu, Ebola, and HIV-AIDS. We'll look at what people who lived 
through those diseases said about them, and what people did to prevent infection--and we'll compare 
it to how we're trying to prevent COVID. How much has changed, and how much has stayed the same? 
Have we learnt anything from the mistakes of the past?

Term 3: Pandemics in the Present
We'll spend this term looking at COVID-19, and looking at the media coverage at the beginning of the 
pandemic. We'll learn how to analyse and interpret the information about COVID (like th R 
number, 'flattening the curve') and we'll look at the ways different countries responded to the 
pandemic and how effective they were. Finally, we'll look at how we can predict and prepare for 
epidemics and pandemics in the future.

Student portfolio
COVID-19 awareness/public health posters

Florence Nightingale Museum - virtual exhibitions
Virtual Q&A with public health scientists working 
on COVID-19

Pandemics: A Very Short Introduction - Christian W 
McMillen
House on Fire: The Fight to Eradicate Smallpox - 
William H Foege
The Pandemic Century - Mark Honigsbaum
American Pandemic - Nancy Bristow

Source analysis
Literacy
Science communication
Data analysis
Social responsibility

Debate
Global awareness
Presentation
Critical thinking

Biology
History
PRS
Geography
Maths
Politics

Public health nurse
Epidemiologist
Journalist
Politician
Historian
Science communicator

History of Pandemics


